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Over 1,000 Seniors Graduate Confident, Competitive and Life-Ready
Four CCS high schools celebrate the graduating Class of 2022
Fayetteville, N.C. – Cumberland County Schools (CCS) is proud to announce
that 1,034 seniors received their diplomas during four graduation ceremonies
on Wednesday, June 1, 2022.
Faculty, staff and students from Westover High School (WOHS), Seventy-First
High School (SFHS), Gray’s Creek High School (GCHS), South View High
School (SVHS) and their guests gathered in the Crown Coliseum in
Fayetteville, NC. Together, they celebrated these confident, competitive and
life-ready seniors’ achievements.
“Today, you have changed the trajectory of your life,” said WOHS Principal Dr.
Vernon Lowery. “Just by standing here today, you are changing the bloodline
of your family. You are being set up to be the voice of so many. Your past is
over, and today you are new. Today, you are graduates.”
SFHS Principal Myron Williams addressed students who may think high school
graduation is the end of their educational journey by noting, “Today you are
being recognized only for a chapter, tomorrow you will be beginning a new
adventure in your life. Learning continues in some way or another.“
After musical performances by the GCHS band, orchestra and chorus,
Principal Lisa Stewart addressed the graduates, some of whom had Stewart as
their middle school principal from Grades 6 - 8. She said, “You will always have
to work hard to achieve your goals throughout life … Your goals are for you to
accomplish, but sometimes you need to let others assist you as part of your
plan to achieve your goals.”
During the last ceremony of the day, SVHS Principal Phyllis Jackson
challenged her senior class to be proud and confident in the next chapter of
their lives. Jackson encouraged, “Go into the world with your heads held high
… Your potential can be endless if you just tap into it.”
Special moments from each ceremony were captured. Visit the district’s
Facebook page to see the most up-to-date pictures. School-specific albums will
be updated after each ceremony and can be accessed here.
All ceremonies will be live-streamed via live.crowncomplexnc.com. To view
CCS’ full Graduation 2022 schedule and other highlights, visit
graduation.ccs.k12.nc.us.

Wow! Did You Know?

WOHS senior Twan Anderson earned a football and academic full-ride
scholarship to NC Central University.
Seven graduating WOHS football players have earned more than
$280,000 combined in scholarships to colleges and universities across
the country.
WOHS Valedictorian Katie Royal was also one of the district’s 2022
Standout Seniors and earned a Presidential Scholarship.
Destiny Wiley from WOHS and Malia Williams from GCHS each received
the Sandhills Regional Allied Health Scholarship.
SFHS senior Josiah Boyd, GCHS senior Alaina Johnson and SVHS
senior Rylee Andress each received a State Employees Credit Union
People Helping People Award of $10,000.
Four SFHS Band students have earned $220,000 in music scholarships
for colleges and universities across the country.
Anaya Forte was accepted into NC Governor’s School during her high
school years.
Caleb Spencer and Faith Sanders from GCHS each received a $1,000
UNC-Pembroke scholarship award during the district’s first-of-its-kind
Eagle Feather Ceremony in May 2022.
GCHS senior Alyssa Chavis-Wanson earned a Duke University
Scholarship of $77,000 per year.
SVHS senior Nicholas Jones was awarded The Jason and Jamie Kilar
Assured Admission Scholarship which is a $40,000 full-tuition scholarship
to UNC-Chapel Hill.
SVHS’ Trinity Ashworth and Bakari Walker both received four-year ROTC
scholarships.
SVHS’ Niyah Hill has been accepted to more than 30 colleges with more
than $600k in scholarships.
Ja’Neyza Jones from SVHS graduated early at 17 years old with more
than $650,000 in scholarships and 25 college acceptances.

Words From the Valedictorians
WOHS Valedictorian
Katie Royal
“No matter what path you choose to
take when you leave the Coliseum whether it is college, the military, or
the workforce - you are going to face
challenges. The important thing is that
you don’t let them stop you from
achieving your goals. Even the
greatest people in society started
where we are now. The world is yours
to explore.”

SFHS Valedictorian
Emmanuel Bacote
“We stayed the course. We stood
strong. Not only did we survive, we
also thrived … Let your next steps

take you even closer to the greatness
you have always envisioned for
yourselves, and remember to bless
others along the way who may fall
within your sphere of influence.“

GCHS Valedictorian
Megan Cygan
“I want you to remember to live for
yourself and live a life you are proud
of. Go confidently in the direction of
your dreams and live the life you’ve
imagined.”

SVHS Valedictorian
Rebekah Rickman
“I ask all of you to allow yourselves to
dream, ignoring the internal and
external pushback. Instead, use the
trials you faced as a testament to the
strengths you have.”
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