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565 Seniors Graduate Confident, Competitive and Life-Ready
Day 2 : Four more CCS high schools celebrate the graduating Class of 2022
Fayetteville, N.C. – Cumberland County Schools (CCS) is proud to announce
that 565 seniors received their diplomas during four graduation ceremonies on
Tuesday, May 31.
Faculty, staff and students from Cumberland Academy (6-12) Virtual School
(CAVS), Alger B. Wilkins High School (ABWHS), Douglas Byrd High School
(DBHS), and E.E. Smith High School (EESHS) and their guests gathered in
the Crown Coliseum in Fayetteville, NC. Together, they celebrated these
confident, competitive and life-ready seniors’ achievements.
School Social Worker Candice Revels performed the Rascal Flatts' song titled
"My Wish" during the CAVS graduation ceremony to express the sentiment
many in attendance felt for the graduates:
"My wish, for you, is that this life becomes all that you want it to,
Your dreams stay big, your worries stay small.
You never need to carry more than you can hold,
And while you're out there gettin' where you're gettin' to,
I hope you know somebody loves you and wants the same things too.
Yeah, this is my wish, my wish for you."
ABWHS Salutatorian Jerlaura Washington encouraged her classmates to use
their education to move forward in their next chapter. "May this journey lead us
onto great accomplishments in life," Washington said. "I wish you all the best
and congratulations!”
DBHS Principal Dr. Zoletta Taylor offered powerful words of encouragement to
the Class of 2022 as well as the following four tips: (1) Be a lifelong learner;
(2) Make sure your finances are in order; (3) Prepare to make the world a
better place by giving and helping others; and (4) Know your self-worth. "Class
of 2022, my wish for you is that you do great things and prosper," said Dr.
Taylor.
"Each of you is a success story," said EESHS Principal Donell Underdue. "May
your years ahead continue to be characterized by empathy, compassion,
objectivity and a willingness to take risks."
Special moments from each ceremony were captured. Visit the district’s
Facebook page to see the most up-to-date pictures. To access photos from
today's graduation ceremonies, click here.
To view CCS’ full Graduation 2022 schedule and other highlights, visit
graduation.ccs.k12.nc.us. All ceremonies will be live-streamed via
live.crowncomplexnc.com.

Wow! Did You Know?
CAVS’ 2022 Standout Senior Elaura Dalton was awarded a scholarship
and grant package valued at $40,335 that includes a Presidential
Scholarship, Commuter Scholarship, Bulldog Pride Scholarship, Pell
Grant and more.
DBHS students Michael Rivera, Jayden Kegler and Haleigh Goins each
were awarded a $1,000 scholarship award to UNC-Pembroke during the
first-of-its-kind Eagle Feather Ceremony on May 5.
DBHS senior Devin Smith was awarded a full-ride military scholarship to
North Carolina A&T University.
DBHS band student Lamonika McNeill received a $3,000 music
scholarship to Fayetteville State University.
Shaw University awarded music scholarships for more than $40,000 to
each of the following DBHS band students: Kyjuan Williams, Jayron
Hardy, and Essence Williams.
DBHS senior Anesu Mavhiya was accepted to 11 schools and received
five partial scholarships that included an Award of Excellence scholarship
from the University of Houston. One of Anesu's scholarships was valued
at $74,000.
DBHS senior Tyrell McLucas received a full-ride scholarship to UNCChapel Hill.
EESHS student-athletes Octavious Smith, Abraonna Williams and Holley
Johnson will go on to attend North Carolina Central University or
Fayetteville State University.
EESHS National Technical Honor Society inductee and early graduate
Meghan E. Spencer earned both acceptance and an IMPACT Merit
Scholarship to Meredith College.
EESHS graduated 20 seniors from its Academy of Math and Science.
Four EESHS seniors graduated from the school's Academy of Fire
Science.
Amir Brown and Giovanni Tapia are the first-ever EESHS students to
graduate as FAA-Certified Commercial Drone Pilots.
EESHS student-athletes Danielle Baus, Carland Jones and Holley
Johnson recognized as 3A State Champions in Track and Field.

Words From the Valedictorians
CAVS Valedictorian
Weston Black
“Be proud of your accomplishments!

And I challenge you today, graduating
Class of 2022, to continue to
persevere, move mountains, believe
in yourself, and know that we can
make a difference in our families,
communities, country, and our world.”

DBHS Valedictorian
Na'Siria Melvin
“Now, as you begin this new era of
your life, always remember where you
came from. Take all the knowledge
you’ve obtained and pass it on to
others. Take charge, be a leader, be
ambitious and optimistic. Reach
above the stars and make history.”

EESHS Valedictorian
Kayla Clark
"We must never forget to strive
toward our ideal futures, to struggle
and fight for what we believe. Each of
us is a fighter, flying eagerly toward
our hopes and dreams.”

Students from Cumberland Academy (6-12)
Virtual School take the escalator into the
Coliseum tunnel to line up for their May 31
graduation Ceremony.

Cumberland Academy (6-12) Virtual School
seniors listen intently during their
graduation ceremony in the Crown
Coliseum.

An Alger B. Wilkins High School grad
proudly poses with her family after her May
31 graduation ceremony.

The principal congratulates a student as he
crosses the stage during the Alger B.
Wilkins High School Graduation Ceremony.

Douglas Byrd High School students turn
their tassels with excitement and glee
during their May 31 graduation exercises.

Family and friends gift leis to their graduate
in the Crown Coliseum parking lot after the
Douglas Byrd High School ceremony.

Seniors pay respect to the American flag
during the Posting of the Colors at E.E.
Smith High School's May 31 graduation
ceremony.

Graduating students and their guests enjoy
the melodious sounds of E.E. Smith High
School's chorus who performed during the
graduation ceremony.
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