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Welcome to our school!

● Our school mascot is the Tiger
● Our school colors are navy blue & orange
● Our school motto is “ Where lifelong learning begins”
● Our handbook contains all of the following:
WELCOME
TABLE OF CONTENTS
PARENT LETTER
CALENDAR
PROGRESS REPORT AND REPORT CARD
MISSION/VISION STATEMENTS
DISCRIMINATION POLICY
MWES ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973 (SECTION 504)
IMMUNIZATIONS
VISITOR/VOLUNTEERS
NEW PROCEDURES
SPECIAL NOTES
ADMISSION REQUIREMENT
ATTENDANCE
DELAY SCHOOL OPENING
EARLY DISMISSAL
PBIS
WHAT IS ROAR
CUMBERLAND COUNTY STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
BUS SCHEDULE/GUIDELINES

3
Dear Tigers,
Welcome back to a brand new school year. As your principal, I am excited to
start the 2022-2023 school year! It is a privilege to serve as the principal of
Margaret Willis Elementary School. Our school has an outstanding reputation and I
am proud to be a part of the program. Margaret Willis Elementary is filled with
enthusiastic students willing to learn, supportive parents/guardians, and a
dedicated professional staff committed to providing the students with a quality
education. We are proud of the accomplished staff at Margaret Willis Elementary.
On behalf of the staff, I welcome you. I would like to encourage each
parent/guardian to stay active in their child's education. I certainly realize that
many of you lead busy lives, and it is often difficult to volunteer at school.
However, taking just a few minutes in the evening to read to your child, talk with
your child about school, or simply see that your child is organized for the next
school day can have great benefits. There are many opportunities available for you
at Margaret Willis Elementary. Please take the time to find your place! We have a
great school, and we work daily to ensure that every child makes high growth. We
are here to help your child succeed. We look forward to working with you and your
family this school year. Please look over the contents of our handbook, as well as
our website, and call if you have any questions or suggestions!
This Handbook provides you with the information you need about our school
policies and routines, the district policies and routines, and the state mandates.
We will update the web-based handbook as needed. Please email me at
kaseyweaver@ccs.k12.nc.us with your comments and suggestions. I know that
together, we will have a very productive year!
Thank-you,
Dr. Kasey Weaver
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Parent/Teacher Conferences
October 17, 2022 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
February 20, 2023 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Please call your child’s teacher if you need to schedule additional conferences. We
are available after 3:00 p.m. daily to speak with you. Please remember that we are
instructing from 8:00 a.m. until 2:40 p.m., and we can’t take calls during
instructional time.
Our school phone number is 910-484-9064.

Mission Statement

We believe that all children can learn. Our absolute purpose is to
provide a safe and caring environment of high expectations where
students master the curriculum and become lifelong learners,
prepared to work effectively in a global society. We, along with
our parents' and community's support, believe we can make this
happen.

Our Vision
Every student in Cumberland County Schools will graduate from high school
prepared for work and further education
Every student has a personalized education
And is healthy, safe, and responsible.
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Our students say it best:
At Margaret Willis we are safe,
kind, we learn…
and we have fun.

Discrimination Policy

No person shall, on the basis of race, sex, color, or national origin, be excluded
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination
under any program or activity operated by the Cumberland County Public School
System. If an employee, student, parent or community member believes such
exclusion, denial, or subjection has occurred, he/she should contact Margaret
Willis Elementary School Administration or the Superintendent’s office of the
Cumberland County Board of Education.

Administrative Staff
Dr. Kasey Weaver, Principal
Dr.Laura Fields, Assistant Principal
Domini Pierce, Instructional Coach
Dustin Best, Instructional Coach
Pat Gill, Bookkeeper
Kiamesha Mitchell, Secretary
Sherard Mattews, Parent Facilitator

Section 504: Rehabilitation Act of 1973

No otherwise qualified individual with disabilities… shall solely by reason of his or
her disability, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be
subject to, discrimination under any program or activity of the school. Qualified
disabled students are entitled to a free appropriate public education. Disabled
persons who believe they have been subjected to discrimination on the basis of
disability may appeal to the person in the school designated to hear said
grievances. If still unresolved, grievances may then be appealed to the school
district Section 504 Coordinator:
Natasha Scott

7
Cumberland County Schools
PO Box 2357
Fayetteville, NC 28302
Phone: 678-2433
E-mail: natashascott@ccc.k12.nc.us

Immunizations

In accordance with state law, parents enrolling kindergarten students MUST
present proof of immunization to school personnel. Within 30 days of the first
day of school, all students entering school for the first time shall have
completed or have started the course of immunizations for each of the
following:
• 5 doses of Diphtheria, Tetanus, and Pertussis (whooping cough). A booster
dose must be given on or after the fourth birthday and BEFORE enrolling in
school (K-1) for the first time.
• 4 doses of Polio vaccine. A booster dose must be given on or after the
fourth birthday and BEFORE enrolling in school (K-1) for the first time.
• 2 doses of MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella)-LIVE VACCINE. The first dose
must be given on or after the first birthday, and the second dose must be
given BEFORE enrolling in school (K-1) for the first time. There should be at
least a 28-day interval between doses.
• 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine are required for children born on or after
July 1, 1994. The third dose shall not be given prior to 24 weeks of age if
born on/after November 17, 2001.
• 1 dose of Varicella, given on or after 12 months of age (if born on/after
4/1/01).
• 1-4 doses of Haemophilus Influenzae (HIB). If the first HIB is given
on/after 15 months of age, series is completed. If the third dose is given
on/after 12 months of age, a fourth dose is not needed. NOTE: No HIB is
given after 5 years of age.

Visitors/Volunteers

We encourage Margaret Willis's Parents/Guardians to visit our campus frequently
and to help with classroom activities. Our parents and community supporters play a
vital role at Margaret Willis Elementary School through volunteering. Whether
working individually with a student or assisting with classroom tasks, thousands of
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volunteer hours are needed to maximize the learning opportunities for children.
Please volunteer and share a little bit of your time if you can. Contact the school
and ask to speak to Mr. Sherad Matthews, our parent facilitator for more details.

New Entry Procedures

To ensure the safety of our students and staff, visitors are required to sign
in at the office and wear a “Visitor” badge. Additionally, a new entryway
security system has been added to our building. Please ring the buzzer to the
left of the front door, and we will “buzz” you in!

Important Note: We value your input and want you to
be involved with your child’s education, but please
remember that we PROTECT our INSTRUCTIONAL
TIME. If you need to talk with your child’s
teacher, please call and schedule an appointment
before or after school. Please don’t hold
“mini-conferences” when “dropping off” or “picking
up” your child. Thank you for helping us with this!
IMPORTANT-PLEASE READ-IMPORTANT-PLEASE READ- ALL
VOLUNTEERS MUST COMPLETE A CUMBERLAND COUNTY
SCHOOLS’ BACKGROUND CHECK BEFORE VOLUNTEERING IN ANY
SCHOOL. THESE FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT www.ccs.k12.nc.us.
HARD COPIES OF THE BACKGROUND CHECK FORMS ARE
AVAILABLE AT MS. MITCHELL’S DESK, BUT THE ONLINE
APPLICATION IS MUCH QUICKER.

Admission Requirements

The initial entry point into the public school system shall be at the
Kindergarten level. If the principal of a school finds as fact subsequent to initial
entry that a child, by reason of maturity, can be more appropriately served in the
first grade rather than in kindergarten, the principal may act under G.S.
§115C-288 to implement this educational decision without regard to chronological
age. The principal of any public school may require the parent or guardian of any
child presented for admission for the first time to that school to furnish a
certified copy of the child’s birth certificate, which shall be furnished by the
register of deeds of the county having on file the record of the birth of the child,
or other satisfactory evidence of date of birth”.
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The following documents are necessary for enrollment into Margaret Willis
Elementary:
● Proof of residence. A copy of your deed or lease, or a current utility bill in
your name.
● Your child’s last report card from the previous school.
● A certified copy of your child’s birth certificate.
● Immunization records.
● Guardianship/custody papers regarding your child (if necessary)
● Photo I.D. of parent/guardian
****If enrolling a student after the school year has begun, a transfer form from
the child’s previous school is required.
****Please list all home, work, and emergency contact phone numbers on the
verification form. We will need these in the case of an emergency situation
regarding your child. ****
Effective for students entering school for the first time during the
2015-2016 school year, and in accordance with N.C.G.S. §115C-364,
(a) “A child who is presented for enrollment at any time during the first 120 days
of a school year is entitled to initial entry into the public school if:
1) The child reaches or reached the age of 5 on or before August
31 of that school year; or
2) The child did not reach the age of 5 on or before August 31 of
that school year, but has been attending school during that school year in
another state in accordance with the laws or rules of that state before
the child moved to and became a resident of North Carolina.
(b) A child who is presented for enrollment at any time after the first 120 days of
a school year is eligible for initial entry into the public schools if
1) The child reached the age of 5 on or before August 31 of that
school year; or
2) The child did not reach the age of 5 on or before August 31 of
that school year, but has been attending school during that
school year in another state in accordance with the laws or rules
of that state before the child moved to and became a resident of
North Carolina.

Attendance

CHILDREN MUST ATTEND SCHOOL…IT’S THE LAW!

“In accordance with G.S. 115C-378, every parent, guardian, or other person
in North Carolina having charge or control of a student between the ages of 7
and 16 years shall cause such student to attend school continuously for a
period equal to the time which the public school to which the student is
assigned is in session. Every parent, guardian, or other person in North
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Carolina having charge or control of a child under age seven who is enrolled in
a public school in grades Kindergarten through two shall also cause such child
to attend school continuously for a period equal to the time which the public
school to which the child is assigned shall be in session unless the child has
withdrawn from that school. No person shall encourage, entice, or counsel any
such student to be unlawfully absent from school. The term “school” is
defined to embrace all public schools and such non-public schools which have
teachers and curricula that are approved by the State Board of
Education.”

School Delays

Inclement weather may delay the start of school (usually 2 hours). This delay in
school is a safety precaution on days when bad weather or road conditions may be
dangerous but show signs of improvement. At Margaret Willis Elementary School,
a delay in the schedule means that we will begin our day at 10:00 a.m. Students
may not be dropped off on those days prior to 9:30 a.m. because there is no adult
supervision available. Buses will operate on a two-hour delay, and no breakfast will
be served.

Early Dismissal

Rarely, the school will close early when emergencies such as severe weather
conditions arise. Radio and television stations will broadcast special directions
regarding the time of closings. During inclement weather, please listen for
school closing information. An emergency form will be sent home at the beginning
of the year for you to indicate any changes to your child’s mode of transportation
during early school closings. If your child rides the bus or carpools, please
reinforce your procedures for such an event. Individual calls to all parents will
not be possible during inclement weather, but we will use our Parent link
notification system to keep you aware. Please make sure that we always have
your most current contact information on file.

PBIS/Code of Conduct

Margaret Willis is a PBIS School and the state of North Carolina has
recognized us for demonstrating EXCELLENCE in this program. PBIS means
Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports.
“In a nutshell,” this means that everyone connected to Margaret Willis in any
way operates under the same expectations and routines! When children enter our
school in Pre-K and Kindergarten, they are taught the same expectations that our
5th-grade students are taught. What this does for our students is that it makes
everyone an “expert” on the expectations for behavior and safety at Margaret
Willis because the standards don’t change from grade to grade or from room to
room. Please take a moment to examine the next couple of pages in our handbook.
You will find our “behavior matrix” and our ROAR standards. At Margaret Willis,
we are the TIGERS, and our goal is to ROAR everywhere we go with Respect,
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Order and Safety, ROAR stands for Respect, everywhere we go, a positive
Attitude, and Responsibility. You will see that our ROAR matrix and our system of
routines and expectations align with our Cumberland County Code of Conduct.
Please look over the next section of this handbook carefully, as it outlines the
expectations for behaviors in our school and on our buses, as well as across the
district.

What is ROAR?

The key to ROAR is that everyone all over the building; students,
staff, parents, community supporters and visitors, will know what
the expectations are in our common areas and that we all
communicate the same routines and procedures!
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As you can see, our school PBIS model helps our students become responsible
for their behavior. The model encourages making good choices and following the
outlined routines and procedures. The Margaret Willis Elementary School ROAR
expectations align with the Cumberland County Schools expectations. Please
encourage your children to ROAR everywhere they go.

Bus Information
**Bus riding is a privilege, not a right. Inappropriate bus behavior will not be
tolerated. Students shall be subject to discipline, suspensions, and expulsion
for violating rules/regulations set forth in our school rules and also those
guidelines outlined in the Cumberland County School’s Code of Conduct.

Bus transportation is provided to all students who attend Margaret
Willis Elementary School and live in the Margaret Willis attendance
district. Procedures and routines have been developed to keep students
safe on the bus at all times. It is very important that our students
follow the bus rules. These rules are outlined in the Code of Conduct
booklet. Remember the purpose of bus transportation is to get
students back and forth to school safely. We urge you to take some
time and go over these rules with your children.
Riding the bus is a privilege, not a right. Unfortunately, students
misbehaving on the bus will lose their bus riding privileges. It is
important to note that NC state law does prohibit parents from
riding or boarding the buses. If you need to talk with your child’s
driver, please call the school at 910-484-9064, and we will
schedule a conference.

●
●
●
●
●

Changing seats, standing or sitting improperly
Fighting, using profanity, or refusing to obey the driver or school official
Refusing to meet the bus at a designated stop
Playing, throwing items, or distracting the driver while the bus is in motion
Any other infraction that may jeopardize the safety of all concerned
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Any activity that creates a distraction on the bus, and causes the
driver to have to take their attention from the road may result in
suspension from the bus!
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Bus Schedule

Bus schedules are often adjusted as our school population changes. We will inform
parents, in writing, of major changes in routes and time alterations. Students are
assigned to a bus based upon their residential address, and will not be allowed to
ride another bus except for REGULAR childcare reasons (to the same day care
every day). Arrangements should be made through the Assistant Principal.
Questions and/or concerns about bus routes, late pick up or drop off should be
directed to the Principal or Assistant Principal. In the event of a bus delay, you
will be notified through the PARENTLINK system. Please make sure we always
have your most current contact information.

Bus Safety

Walking to the Bus Stop

∗ Always walk on the sidewalk to the bus stop, never run.

If there is no sidewalk, walk on the left facing traffic.
∗ Go to the bus stop about five minutes before the bus is scheduled to arrive.
While at the bus stop, wait quietly in a safe place well away from the road. Do not
run and play while waiting.

Getting On and Off the Bus

∗ Enter the bus in line with younger students in front.

Hold the handrail while going up and down the stairs
∗ When entering the bus, go directly to a seat.
Remain seated and face forward during the entire ride.

Riding the bus

∗ Always speak quietly on the bus so the driver will not be distracted. Always be
silent when a bus comes to a railroad crossing so the driver can hear if a train is
coming
Never throw things on the bus or out the windows. Keep the aisles clear at all
times. Feet should be directly in front of you on the floor and book bags should be
kept on your lap.

∗ Never play with the emergency exits. Large instruments or sports equipment
should not block the aisle or emergency exits. If there is an emergency, listen to
the driver and follow instructions.
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∗ Hands should be kept to yourself at all times while riding on the bus. Fighting and
“picking” on others creates a dangerous bus ride.

Exiting the bus

➢ If you leave something on the bus, never return to the bus to get it. The
driver may not see you returning to the bus. Always make sure you have the
driver’s attention.
➢ Make sure drawstrings and other loose objects are secure before getting
off the bus to prevent getting caught on the handrail or the door.
➢ Always cross the street in front of the bus. Never go behind the bus. If you
drop something near the bus, tell the bus driver before you attempt to pick
it up, so they will know where you are.
➢ Never speak to strangers at the bus stop and never get into the car with a
stranger. Always go straight home and tell your parents if a stranger tries
to talk to you or pick you up.

1. If your child walks to school (only with special permission from the principal),
or is a parent or daycare pick-up/drop-off student, please arrive no later than
7:45 a.m.
2. Students who arrive after 8:05 a.m. must be signed in by a parent or guardian
in the front office.
3. Students should not arrive at school before 7:30 a.m. Supervision of students
is not available until 7:30 a.m.
4. Students will be dismissed daily at 2:35 p.m.(Grades K-2)
and 2:40 p.m.(Grades 3-5)
5. NO CHECK-OUT AFTER 2:00 P.M.
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1. If you, or a designated adult, will be picking up your child, come directly to the
office to sign your child out. A member of the office staff will call for your child.
2. Students must ride the bus they are assigned, based upon their enrollment
address.

***Please do not call the office regarding any changes in your
child’s routine. We cannot verify who you are over the phone, so,
for safety reasons; we do not make bus changes over the phone.
**Occasionally students have valid reasons for being tardy and picked up early.
However, being frequently late or leaving early on a regular basis, could affect your
child’s academic success. Frequent interruptions to classrooms for early dismissals
and late arrivals are disruptive to lessons. In the event of early dismissals,
parents must first sign students out in the Main Office. We will send it to your
child.

ABSENCES
In order to be counted as “present” for the school day, a student must be present
at least until 11:15 a.m. Students who are checked out of school before that time
will be counted absent. Students arriving after that time are welcome to stay in
class, but will not be counted present for the school day.

The following are considered “reasons for lawful or excused
absence:”
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Illness or Injury
Quarantine
Death in the IMMEDIATE FAMILY
Medical or Dental Appointments (with a note from doctor/dentist)
Court/Administrative Proceedings
Religious Observances
Educational Opportunities

**Students who are absent must present a written note on the day
they return to school with a reason for the absence.

TARDIES
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● Students arriving at school after the 8:05 a.m. bell are to report to the
office. The general policy for these tardies is that they are unexcused and
may affect one’s grades. The repeated occurrence of tardies will be
reported to the social worker.
● Ten (10) unexcused absences in one school year could result in prosecution of
the parent under the state’s truancy law. Before an absence or tardy will be
excused, we must have a SIGNED STATEMENT by the
PARENT/GUARDIAN stating the date and reason of the absence. This
excuse must be sent to the child’s teacher on the day the student returns to
school. Students with approved excused absences will be allowed to make up
work. Time and assignments for makeup work are at the discretion of the
regular classroom teacher. Notify the teacher ahead of time, when possible,
of absences.

GRADING SYSTEM

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5, within the Cumberland County School System,
adhere to the following scale of Grade Averages. The grades are based on teacher
judgment, student performance, and curriculum guidelines.
Grades 3-5
Grades K-2
A = 90-100
4 = Above Grade Level
B = 80-89
3 = On Grade Level
C = 70-79
2 = Below Grade Level
D = 60-69
1 = Well Below Grade Level
F = Below 59
S = Satisfactory
N = Needs Improvement
U=
Unsatisfactory
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION

Promotions should be based on the progress and performance of individual
students. Promotion standards are rigorous to provide students with the skills,
knowledge, and confidence needed to be successful in the next grade. Students
who do not meet standards are identified and provided intensive, instructional
support. In accordance with General Statute 115C-288(a), and local board
policy, the school principal has the ultimate responsibility for
promotion/retention decisions.

INTERNET USE

Most of our classes are staffed with a teacher and a teaching assistant. Classes
are heterogeneously grouped. Students, in addition to the regular classroom,
participate in Art, Music, Physical Education, Media Center Instruction and
Computer Lab. Computer instruction is also integrated into the classroom
curriculum. We are online, and with this privilege comes responsibility. Each
student is required to have an Internet Use Policy/Permission Form signed by both
the parent and student and on file before he/she is granted access to the internet.
This form is sent home on the first day of school.
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COUNSELING

Our Guidance Counseling service is designed to assist students in academic,
personal, and social development. The Counseling Program may be provided in small
group sessions, individual services or whole group instruction. Character Education
is a major point of emphasis in this program. Our guidance counselor may consult
with parents, administrators, and outside agencies to maximize opportunities and
meet the needs of students. We work with many agencies to provide services for
our students. Counseling at Margaret Willis Elementary is part of the regular
education program. Please don’t hesitate to call if we can be of any assistance.
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TEXTBOOKS
The North Carolina Standard Course of Study guides the instruction in
each regular classroom. Textbooks are a resource used to promote
mastery of required state objectives at each grade level. Textbooks
are issued at the beginning of each school year. Students are
responsible for the care and proper handling of each book.

FIELD TRIPS
Teachers may plan field trips during the school year to provide enrichment to the
State Curriculum taught in the classroom. Field trips are considered a privilege
for students. Teachers assume a great deal of responsibility for student safety on
these trips. Therefore, students whose conduct may be detrimental to the safety,
comfort, and welfare of other students or teachers may be omitted from
the trip. This decision is left to the classroom teacher and principal, who will
notify the student and parent of the decision prior to the trip. Written parental
permission must be obtained before students may attend field trips. Field trips
requiring a fee are non-refundable.
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CAFETERIA

Our school cafeteria provides a healthy, nutritious lunch and breakfast every day.
The food that we serve follows the guidelines recommended by the USDA. We
encourage our students to eat lunch and breakfast in the cafeteria, daily. Lunch
includes an entrée, two side dishes, and milk. School lunch and breakfast are free.
We try to accommodate special diet needs, so if your child has an allergy or a
special restriction, please provide that medical information (from your child’s
doctor) to our cafeteria manager and your child’s homeroom teacher.
If you choose to bring your child a “special” lunch from their favorite restaurant,
we ask that you let the teacher know ahead of time so that special seating can be
arranged for you and your child during lunch.
BREAKFAST IS SERVED FROM 7:30 A.M. UNTIL 8:00 A.M. in the
cafeteria. Our goal is to make sure that every child starts the day with a
healthy breakfast! Please make sure that your child is at school by 7:30 if
they are going to eat breakfast in the school cafeteria.

LUNCH IS SERVED FROM 10:40 A.M. UNTIL 12:40 P.M ON A
ROTATING CLASSROOM SCHEDULE. You can receive additional
information about our lunchroom policies from Ms. Felicia Watson, our
Cafeteria Manager. She can be reached at 910-484-9064.

CAFETERIA EXPECTATIONS

Use good manners stay seated
Respect others
Keep your hands and feet to yourself.
Wait your turn in line.
Raise your hand to speak to an adult.
Say, “Please, thank you, and excuse me”
Use an indoor voice.
Eat your own food, and do not ask others for
food or money.
➢ Clean up after yourself.
➢ Leave and enter the lunchroom quietly.
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

Each teacher will post the classroom rules and consequences in the
classroom. Parents will be given a Cumberland County Code of Conduct
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handbook. We ask that you discuss the rules and consequences with
your child and encourage him/her to follow the rules at all times.

EXPECTATIONS AGAINST BULLYING
➢
➢
➢
➢

I will not bully others.
I will try to help students who are bullied.
I will include students who are easily left out.
When I know somebody is being bullied, I will tell an adult
at school or at home.

“Tell an adult when someone is being bullied!”

“Include students who are left out!”

HALLWAY EXPECTATIONS
➢
➢
➢
➢

Walk at all times and speak quietly.
Move to the right side of the hall.
Keep my hands and feet to yourself.
Respect others’ space.

RESTROOM EXPECTATIONS

➢ Keep the bathrooms clean and wash your hands.
➢ Use good bathroom manners and speak quietly.
➢ Report any problems to a teacher.

Students must have a hall pass and an assigned buddy to be in
the restroom without teacher supervision.

PLAYGROUND EXPECTATIONS
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Use equipment properly
Use proper language
Be on time when the whistle blows
Play safe and in the assigned area
Share and wait your turn

On the CLIMBING EQUIPMENT, I may not……
➢

Play tag.
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➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Jump off the platform areas.
Hang by the legs on equipment.
Slide down the railings or hand bars of the ladders.
Climb on top or sit on top of the hand rings.
Perform gymnastics or flips on any bars.
Climb up the slides or slide headfirst.

*Pushing or fighting will result in an administrative conference.

CELEBRATIONS

Two classroom parties are allowed during the year. A “winter holiday celebration”
and an “end of school celebration” are permitted. Parents who wish to share
cupcakes or cookies with their child’s class may do so during their student’s lunch
period in the cafeteria. However, all treats brought to school to be shared, must
be “store bought,” and individually wrapped. No homemade goodies are allowed.
Invitations to parties held outside of school may not be distributed at school.

LOST AND FOUND

The lost-and-found box is located on the stage. Items are also displayed during
PTO meetings. Please check for lost items regularly. Labeling your child’s
clothing, lunch box, and other belongings can help prevent items from being
lost and unidentified.

MEDICATION

If possible, please administer medication at home. In the event that medication
(prescription) must be dispensed during the school day, a form, completed by a
physician, must be on file at the school. The form must give explicit directions for
dosages and times, and must match the label on the medication itself. The form
must be signed by the parent or guardian and the physician to authorize giving the
medication at school. Medication must be properly labeled and in the original
container from the pharmacist identifying: the child’s name, medication name,
dosage prescribed, time to be given and the method of administration. Students
may not have any medicine with them at school (including cough drops,
ointments, or any over-the-counter medicines). Students with severe asthma,
with a completed Physician's Order form (located in the main office), are
permitted to carry their inhalers. This must be approved and verified by the
school nurse.

ILLNESS/INJURY
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➢ Please do not send your child to school if they are not well. Unfortunately, we
do not have personnel or facilities to care for sick children.
➢ The nurse who serves Margaret Willis is only here one day a week.
➢ If a student has a fever that exceeds 100 degrees, parents will be called.
Accurate home and work phone numbers are essential.
➢ Two or three names and numbers of reliable emergency contacts (with
transportation) will be necessary in the event that we cannot reach our parents.
➢ Parents/Guardians will also be contacted if students are vomiting, or have
suspected head injuries or broken bones.
➢ The principal is authorized to contact emergency personnel to transport
students to the hospital for emergency treatment. Please help us with this. It
is very important that emergency contact information is kept current.

ACADEMIC STRATEGIES AND STATE TESTING
REQUIREMENTS
The following pages offer suggestions and strategies that you can use
at home to help your child have a successful school experience. Please
work with us to help your child learn the following:
● Math facts that are grade level appropriate
● Sight words and vocabulary strategies that are grade level
appropriate.
● Please make sure that we have your most current contact
information
● Please download the CCS “app” for your phone if you would
like to receive information via text message.
● Please visit the CCS webpage for links to the specific
curriculum content that your child will need to master this
year. www.ccs.k12.nc.us
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Your child’s success in school depends largely upon his/her ability to read. It is
important for a student to comprehend what he/she reads. Students who
understand what they read enjoy reading and will read more often.
Below you will find a list of actions you can take to help to build your child’s reading
skills.
● Take a “picture walk” before reading to see what the child already knows or
doesn’t know.
● Paired Reading: Read with your child (a child who reads alone doesn’t always
get to ask the questions they want to).
● Read and Retell: Ask Questions about what you’re reading. What? Where?
When? Why? Who? How? Additional questions to ask are, “Why did the
author write this story?” and, “How do you relate to this story?” and “What
does this remind you of that you have seen or done?”
● Increase Word Meaning: Understanding Vocabulary. Get out the dictionary
and look up words together.
● Talk about things in detail and how they are used.
● Work in a quiet area.
● Go to the library to check out books for storytime.
● Make sure there is proper lighting.
● Share the reading with your child so they can hear expressions and voices.
● Keep a reading log of books you have read.
● Listen to others read out loud.
● Use a timer to extend the time at the task and strengthen endurance.
● Make up a reading “contract” with your child.
● Talk to your child daily – this increases vocabulary and prior knowledge that
helps them when they read.
The only way a person gets better at reading is by READING. Try to encourage
your child to read a variety of textbooks and have him/her read magazines,
newspapers, comic books, and other printed material. This will increase prior
knowledge and vocabulary for your child. Reading with your child will not only
benefit his/her school work but it will also create precious “quality time” for the
two of you!
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TESTING

Testing is an important part of our curriculum. Please stay involved with your
child’s teacher so that you are aware of our district’s testing schedules. On
the days that we test, it is very important for your child to get a good night’s
sleep the evening BEFORE the test, and to eat a good breakfast the
MORNING OF THE TEST. Please call the school with any questions. We will
use the PARENTLINK system to share information. Please make sure we have
your most current contact information.
● SchoolNet Assessments are given to students in grades 3, 4, and 5 at
various times during the nine weeks. SchoolNet Assessments are made up of
questions similar to those on the North Carolina End of Grade Test. The
questions cover objectives taught during that nine-week period. SchoolNet
Assessment results will be sent home to parents every 9 weeks.
● North Carolina End-of-Grade tests are given in reading and math to 3rd, 4th,
and 5th-grade students at the end of the school year. According to a NEW
state mandate, students in grade 3 who do not demonstrate mastery on the
End-of-Grade test will not be promoted to the next grade.
● Fifth-grade students also have a Science End of Grade test.
● All EOG results will be sent home with students in their final report cards.
● 3rd-grade students will be assessed with a PRE-TEST at the beginning of the
year.
K-2 students are also assessed using the Reading 3D assessments and Math
Performance Assessments.

TITLE I EXPECTATIONS
Please be aware that Margaret Wills Elementary is a Title I School-wide School.
As part of the program components and the regulations of the No Child Left
Behind legislation, we have been asked to ensure that each parent is informed of
the following Parent Right To Know Statement. As required by The No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001, Title I Part A, information is available at our school
to include but is not limited to the following:
➢ The School Improvement Plan
➢ Qualifications of your child’s teacher
➢ Professional development opportunities for teachers and assistants to
ensure highly qualified personnel
➢ Opportunities for parent involvement and input
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➢ The Cumberland County Schools Improvement Plan.
➢ The Cumberland County Title I Parent Involvement Plan and School Parent
Involvement Plan
➢ Cumberland County System Report Card
➢ School Report Card
It is our hope that this Handbook will help you and your child have a very
successful year at Margaret Willis. If there is anything that you have questions or
concerns about, please do not hesitate to let us know. You can call me at
910-484-9064 or email me at kaseyweaver@ccs.k12.nc.us. I look forward to what
we will accomplish together this school year!
Thank-You,
Dr. Kasey Weaver and the Margaret Willis Staff

For additional educational support, please visit the North
Carolina Department of Public School’s website as well as the
Cumberland County School’s website. The MWES Website
can provide helpful links as well.

http://www.dpi.state.nc.us
http://www.ccs.k12.nc.us
www.mwes.k12.nc.us

